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For the past few years, libraries have been incredibly nimble at adapting to
ever-changing community needs. Constantly having to think on our feet made 
future planning difficult - to say the least. As we move forward, many of us are 
excited to get Back to Our Future!     

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration fees include sessions and meals, and are per person. Chinook Arch 
Members include library staff, board, and volunteers of Chinook Arch Member Libraries. 

Early Bird Rates Regular Rates
Registration must be received 
by January 20, 2023.

Registration must be received 
by February 17, 2023.

Chinook Arch Member $95 Chinook Arch Member $115
Non-Member $115 Non-Member $135

 
Prices do not include GST. Payment via credit card is available online. Invoicing is also 
available.

Visit http://salc.wildapricot.org/ to register.
If you need assistance with online registration, contact:

Kerby Elfring | Chinook Arch Regional Library System
403-380-1523 | salc@chinookarch.ca

Back to
Our

Future
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ACCOMMODATIONS
Sandman Signature 
Lethbridge Lodge

320 Scenic Drive South
Lethbridge AB
For reservations call: 
403-328-1123 or 
1-800-SANDMAN

Please mention the 
group number 149727 
to ensure you receive 
the conference rate.

Special room rates 
shown are available 
until February 2, 2023.

Room Type Rate
Corporate King $129.00 + tax
Corporate Two Queens $129.00 + tax

Do you get legal questions?
Alberta Law Libraries can help!

Call us or access our legal 
books and databases online

alberta 
law 

libraries 
lawlibrary.ab.ca 



EXHIBITS

Friday, March 3, 2023 10:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Our exhibits will feature displays from our generous sponsors, as well as local 
organizations and businesses.  

YOUR LIBRARY CAN ALSO TAKE PART!
Simply create a table-top display to include in the exhibit hall. The display could feature 
a great program serving your community, special collections for diverse users, new 
partnerships, or anything else that makes your library stand out! If you would like to 
take part, email salc@chinookarch.ca.
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• Paperbacks, hardcovers and 
audio titles for all ages

• Start collections for new libraries

• Seasonal catalogues and 
specialized lists

• A comprehensive database 
of Indigenous titles

• Competitive discounts & 
free shipping

UnitedLibraryServices ULSca

Visit us today at www.uls.com

ULS is a Canadian company 
proudly employing over 60 Albertans. 

Thank you for shopping local!

We oer:

• Paperbacks, Hardcovers & Audio 
for All Ages and Reading Levels

• Large Showroom in Calgary, AB

• Great Discounts on Books

• Amazing Customer Service

• Curated Lists of Books

• Value Added Services

• Starter Collections for New Libraries

• A Comprehensive Database of 
Indigenous Titles

• Free Shipping in BC, AB, SK, MB
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Posting about SALC on social media? Be sure to tag it with #SALC2023.

Follow Chinook Arch to see our updates throughout the conference.

facebook.com/chinook.arch7 @chinooklibs @chinooklibs
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FRIDAY, MARCH 3
8:00 AM - 9:00 AM - Breakfast

9:00 AM - 9:15 AM - Welcome

9:15 AM - 10:15 AM - BOOKMARKS
Corin Raymond
Toronto songwriter Corin Raymond is a troubadour 
whose robust veracity appeals to older folks and 
children alike. Raymond’s songs are covered by 
Dustin Bentall, The Good Lovelies, The Strumbellas, 
The Harpoonist and the Axe Murderer, and a 
far flung community of roots musicians and 
enthusiasts. Raymond’s latest JUNO nominated 
album, Hobo Jungle Fever Dreams (released March 
3rd, 2016) is “a hypnotic, literate collection of dark 
tall tales.... Romantic, immediate, and narcotic.” 
(Acoustic Guitar). 

  Aside from the hilarious triumph of funding his previous       
  project, double-album Paper Nickels, with Canadian Tire        
  money, Raymond enjoys a second career performing         
  his non-musical, one-man shows Bookworm (2011) and       
 The Great Canadian Tire Money Caper (2014), which he     
  has toured extensively to over a dozen Fringe and literary  
  festivals, and to theatres in three countries. 

  “Raymond has impeccable timing, and his performance        
  is at once intimate, openhearted, and evangelical.”
  (The Georgia Straight on Bookworm) 

  “Corin Raymond is a storyteller who by the end of the       
  night you’ll have known your whole life.”
  (The Globe and Mail). 
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10:45 AM - 12:00 PM - Concurrent Sessions ‘A’
A1: Code Name: Escape from SALC (Or, How to Run an Escape Room at Your 
Library) 
Special Agent Echo (Emily Kundrik) & Special Agent Juliet (Jordan MacKinnon-
Brown)
You enter the conference room expecting a nice, educational talk. Instead, the door 
swings shut behind you and you realize you only have 75 minutes to find a way out or 
you’ll be trapped at the Southern Alberta Library Conference forever!

In this session, you’ll learn the nitty gritty details of planning an escape room and you’ll 
also have opportunities to solve some hands-on puzzles. We also welcome any who 
have already planned an escape room to share their own experiences, as there will be a 
discussion-led portion of the session. Together we will learn and escape the room!

A2: Truth & Reconciliation: The Role of Your Library
Kerby Elfring
This session will explore the history of colonization of Blackfoot territory. We will learn 
about Treaty 7, the Indian Act, the legacy of Residential Schools and the work of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

Once we’ve reviewed these truths, we can begin to talk about how our libraries can 
contribute to reconciliation.

A3: Risk Management for Municipal and Intermunicipal Library Boards 
Miranda Maguire & Kerry Anderson
Municipal and intermunicipal library boards have a big job when it comes to 
governing public library service in their community. The job is not without risks. As a 
corporation, library boards have a responsibility to fulfill legal obligations under the 
Libraries Act and other relevant pieces of legislation. This includes having policies that 
outline processes of the board and library, and ensuring board members are legally 
appointed by council. As individuals, board members must carry out their fiduciary 
duties. However, there are additional ways risk can be managed or mitigated. In this 
session, we will examine potential risks that a library board should consider, such 
as being knowledgeable about agreements between the board and other entities, 
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enacting safety and use bylaws to protect assets and staff, and risks board members 
as individuals may face. We will also touch on a few different strategies the board can 
employ to manage those risks. 

A4: How the COVID-19 Disruption Led to Improved Outreach Services
Patrick McCullagh
During COVID-19, the Bookmobile had to adapt their services to serve their community 
members. Now post, COVID-19 the Bookmobile continues to offer alternative services 
that are enjoyed by more community members. 
In this session, we will discuss
• Establishing connections in the community and community organizations.
• Providing a level of service that meets your needs assessment.
• Promoting literacy and library services through outreach.
• Collection optimization.

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM - Lunch

1:30 PM - 2:45 PM - Concurrent Sessions ‘B’
B1: Growing a Seed Library: LPL Grows 
Jonathan Jarvie & Caroline Moynihan
In the start of 2020, Lethbridge Public Library started a seed library. In this session, we 
will discuss the steps we took to start the seed library; how the program had to pivot 
with the start of the pandemic; and how the program has grown over the last two 
years. Find out how a seed library is a valuable resource for your community and how 
you can start your own seed library using our experience.

B2: The Chain of Accessibility: Looking Beyond the Obvious 
Jock Buckmaster
Accessibility is affected by more than just our physical spaces. From our policies to bus 
schedules, weather, and even a cracked sidewalk, many barriers to accessibility exist. 
For anyone to access our services, they must navigate these barriers. As a chain is only 
as strong as its weakest link, so too is accessibility. Should any link fail, the chain breaks 
and accessibility is lost.
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This session aims to teach how to better identify and remove weak links in accessibility. 
As many of these weak links exist outside of our direct influence, we will also cover 
interfacing with external organizations, and mitigation in case that fails. Focus will be 
on practical and real-world examples.

B3: Lightning Strikes (Three 20-minutes sessions on various topics)
Do You Get Legal Questions? Alberta Law Libraries Can Help!
TBD
Alberta Law Libraries provide specialized legal support and information services to 
Albertans. We have branches in the Lethbridge and Medicine Hat courthouses. We 
offer in person and remote assistance as well as free access to legal materials for 
members of the public dealing with court or other legal issues. We have just launched 
an eUser platform that offers free remote access to multiple legal databases and 
ebooks. Public libraries are welcome to call our libraries or access our remote materials 
to assist their customers. The session will outline our services and free online resources 
for public library staff responding to legal requests. 

If They Can’t Come to You, Go to Them!
Kelsey Chic
How Carmangay is using outreach to reach groups in their area that have gone without 
library service for too long! Showcasing visits to local Hutterite Colonies, as well as the 
Village of Barons. 

Unique Library Partnerships
Diane DeLauw
Come learn about the unique community partnerships the Crowsnest Community 
Library has implemented.

B4: Best New Diverse Books for Children and YA 
Krisztina Riez
This session will be focused on sharing wonderful new children’s books that celebrate 
diversity and inclusion, including books with Canadian, indigenous, multicultural, and 
LGBTQIA+ content. We will look at both fiction and non-fiction for ages 7-18. 
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2:45 PM - 3:15 PM - Break

3:45 PM - 4:30 PM - Concurrent Sessions ‘C’
C1: Easy Peasy, Lemon Squeezy – Escape Rooms and More
Faye Geddes, Shyanna Reimer, & Megan Perrett
This hands-on session will give you a good working knowledge of how to set up your 
own escape room, no matter what size your library is. Plus, we will discuss various other 
programming ideas that we have found to be successful!

C2: Welcoming and Supporting Disability in the (Library) Workplace 
Emily Hollingshead
With the reassessment of working conditions and the introduction of long COVID 
to the landscape, learning to understand and effectively accommodate disability in 
the workplace has never been more important to building a strong and sustainable 
workforce. This presentation will look at reasons to take disability and accommodations 
seriously in the library, explore a variety of accommodations that can help make 
the library environment better for everyone, and share ideas for advocating for 
accommodations. Resources will be shared for learning more about disability and 
accessibility and tips to identify and implement accommodations in your library.

C3: Trustee Round Table
Kerry Anderson & Robin Hepher
Library trustees! Bring your burning questions about library governance, legislation, 
and management. This session will provide an open forum for discussion of issues 
your board has encountered, along with an expert panel that can provide advice and 
guidance on any aspect of library governance and operations. All conference delegates 
are welcome to attend!

C4: Hebocon! A Crappy Robot Battle 
Lindsay Johnston & Allison Gibbard
Hebocon (from the Japanese word “heboi,” meaning “low quality”) began in Japan in 
2014 as a robot battle that celebrates poorly designed and executed low-tech robots 
– the crappier, the better! Hebocon has since become an international phenomenon. 
In August 2022, Strathcona County Library hosted a 2-day Hebocon event for teens. 
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This session will provide an overview of how to run a Hebocon at your library and the 
opportunity to create and battle your very own crappy robot! 

4:45 PM - 5:45 PM - Author Talk
Releasing a Book During the Pandemic
Emily Victoria
Emily Victoria’s debut novel, This Golden Flame, came out during the pandemic. She’ll 
speak about the unique challenges of releasing a novel during a global pandemic. She’ll 
also spread some book love by presenting book lists on other queer young adult and 
middle grade novels that came out during the pandemic.

www.aVictorianTale.com

Emily Victoria is a Canadian prairie girl who writes young adult science fiction and 
fantasy. When not word-smithing, she likes walking her over-excitable dog, drinking far 
too much tea, and crocheting things she no longer has the space to store. 

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Dinner

7:00 PM - 7:30 PM - READ Awards
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BIOGRAPHIES
Kerry Anderson is currently with the Public Library Services Branch (PLSB), Municipal 
Affairs, Government of Alberta, based in Edmonton. She has been at PLSB since 2007. 
Prior to that, she worked at one of Alberta’s seven regional library systems. She is 
a University of Alberta School of Library and Information Studies (SLIS) grad, and a 
lifelong Albertan.

Jock Buckmaster is an Autistic IT person and consults on matters related to both 
technology and accessibility. They also do public speaking on matters related to both. 
Jock has a number of co-occurring conditions, including but not limited to: Dyspraxia, 
Dysgraphia, Hyperlexia, Sensory Processing Disorder(s), Oral Allergy Syndrome, and 
other allergies. They’ve been disabled since birth, and a disability activist since 2012.

Kelsey Chic has been the manager of the Carmangay Library since July 2017 and has 
loved every minute of it! It’s her “for fun” job. She is an advocate for libraries in every 
sense of the word and strives to prove to everyone how important they are for all 
communities, big and small.

Diane DeLauw has been the library manager in the Crowsnest Pass since 2011. 
Previously she had 15 years experience in a government related special library.

Kerby Elfring is the Reconciliation Liaison & Conference Coordinator at Chinook Arch 
Regional Library System. She is a Settler Canadian of Dutch, British, and Scottish decent. 
She is committed to honouring the Spirit of Treaty 7 and advancing the process of 
reconciliation. 

Faye Geddes was a stay at home mom for many years and then worked as a part 
time employee and volunteer for the Raymond Pioneer Museum and continues to 
support them in any way she can. Faye has a Professional Certificate in Family History 
Research from Brigham Young University, managed her own business in this area, 
and wrote several books on how to do research. Later in life Faye returned to school 
receiving a Diploma from the Lethbridge College and studied History at the University 
of Lethbridge. Some of her favourite courses were Canadian Literature, Children’s 
Literature and Creative Writing. She also completed a course through NAIT called 
“Becoming a Master Instructor.” Faye is going into her nineteenth year working as 
the Library Manager of the Raymond Public Library. Her hobbies include singing, 
crocheting, making jewellery, Tangle Art and spending time with her family.
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Allison Gibbard has been a Library Services Specialist in Youth Services at the 
Strathcona County Library for over 6 years. She enjoys providing new and interesting 
programs for children of all ages.

Robin Hepher is the CEO of Chinook Arch Library System, and a firm believer in the 
importance of public library service – especially in rural and remote areas. He has an 
MLIS from Western University, and a BA (Modern Languages) from the University of 
Lethbridge.

Emily Hollingshead has been managing the Drumheller Public Library since 2014 
after completing her MLIS at the University of Alberta. She has long been fascinated 
by disability, accessibility, and inclusivity, which makes a lot more sense since being 
diagnosed with autism and ADHD in early 2022.

Jonathan Jarvie is the Resource Sharing Librarian at Lethbridge Public Library. He has 
been with the library since 2015.

Lindsay Johnston has been working in public libraries for almost a decade and is 
currently a Library Services Specialist in Teen Services at the Strathcona County Library. 
She is passionate about creating relevant, equitable, and fun library programs and 
services for young people.

Special Agent Echo (Emily Kundrik) is an experienced agent. With over ten years 
in Library-related operations, as well as possessing an MLIS, she is one of our top 
operatives. Her passion for all things programming make her the perfect candidate to 
present these ‘classified’ files!

Special Agent Juliet (Jordan MacKinnon-Brown) is newer to the field, but has a variety 
of skills. Her ability to adapt and interact with all ages makes her the perfect candidate 
for all patron questions. Plus, she has a love of assisting the public with tough 
situations!
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Miranda Maguire is a Library Legislative Advisor with Public Library Services Branch 
(PLSB), Alberta Municipal Affairs. She has been with PLSB since 2018. Prior to this, she 
worked in libraries for more than 10 years in both Alberta and Ontario. As a Legislative 
Advisor, Miranda works with library boards and libraries to understand their roles and 
responsibilities under the Libraries Act and Libraries Regulation, and supports boards in 
good governance practices. 

Patrick McCullagh began his career at Lethbridge Public Library in 2014 as the 
Bookmobile Coordinator. In addition to providing library services in the community 
of Lethbridge, Patrick has also served on the board of directors for the YMCA and his 
neighbourhood association.

Caroline Moynihan is the Online Services Librarian at Lethbridge Public Library. She 
has been with the library since 2017.

Megan Perrett has worked for Raymond Public Library on and off since she was in 
Grade 10. She is now the Library Clerk and helps enormously with programming. She 
has been in this position for going on six years.

Shyanna Reimer has a diploma in Business. She is the Assistant Manager at the 
Raymond Public Library. She has worked for the library going on six years. She is also in 
charge of the Dungeons and Dragons group. 

Krisztina Riez has over seven years’ experience buying and selling titles from 
publishers for United Library Services. She also works directly with schools and libraries 
to curate resources that meet their unique and distinctive needs.


